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Brianna Viscount, Bronze Award Participant

During the first weekend in May, Sue Robinson, Independent
Expedition Co-coordinator for the NS Division held the first
Independent Expedition of 2006 at Kejimkujik National Park.

Above: L-R: Sarena Cohoon, Katie Kemp, Sue Robinson, Leslie
MacK eigan and Bianca Boudr eau, examine some wildlife.

We arrived on May 5™ and set up camp, May 6" was our first day
of hiking. Waking up at 8am and leaving up 9 was tough, many
things to do within the hour. We saw al kinds of wildlife, there
were many frogs, birds and interesting trees. On our way back it
started to rain and we got to use our rain gear. The bugs were sooo
bad the second day we were hiking, not everyone had a bug jacket
so they suggested we put our dish bags over our heads. Our leaders
Ledlie, Katie and Sue, they were wonderful, they knew what they
were doing. We had a great time.... despite the bugs!

Nova Scotia Division

“Go for the Gold Gala”

TRIBUTE TO THE HONOURABLE MYRA A. FREEMAN,
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF NOVA SCOTIA

16 September 2006
6:30 — midnight

The Nova Scotia Ballroom
Halifax Marriott Harbourfront Hotel

Mark September 16, 2006 in your calendar!

With Special Guest Speaker: Senator Marilyn Trenholme
Counsell former Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick!

The evening also includes:
A sumptuous three-course dinner
Dancing to one of Halifax's favorite live bands,
"The Classics"

A variety of interesting and unique silent auction items!

Tickets are on sale now, but reserve your seat now for
what is anticipated to be a sold out event.

« To reserve your tickets or your table, call Connie Miller@
(902) 425-5454 ext 329 or email
dukeofed@sportnovascotia.ca

* Tickets are $75 per person - $ 750 per table. (Tax Receipt
will be issued for a portion of the ticket price)

Where else can you experience a fun-filled evening for $75
& get an income tax receipt. You can't afford not to attend!!!

Check out www.dukeofed.org/ns/ for further news on the
Nova Scotia Divisions LARGEST SPECIAL EVENT EVER!




congratulations

Congratulations to Brittany Thompson who received her Bronze
Award certificate and pin from Eastern Shore MLA Bill Dooks and
Health Minister Angus Macl ssac on January 26", 2006.

Congratulations to L-R: Megan Morrison, Nicole Morrison, Jessica
Ring and Kaitlyn Crowell of The 1% Dartmouth (Banook) Pathfinders.
The girls received their Bronze pin and certificate from Bonnie B.
Baltzer, Executive Director of the NS Division of The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award, in a ceremony held on June 6", 2006 in
Dartmouth.

Congratulations to L-R: Allyson Moore, Julie McLaughlin, Carolyn
McCurdy, Molly Christianson, Emerson Hawkins, Michael Hort &
Allison Hudson of the Prince Arthur Junior High School Duke Group.
The group received their Bronze pins and certificates from Leader
Heather Aucoin, Divison President Don Todd, executive Director
Bonnie Baltzer, and Aliant sponsor representative Mark Duggan in a
ceremony held on June 30", 2006 at Prince Arthur Junior High School
in Dartmouth.

PRESIDENT’'S REPORT
Don Todd

It has been a busy spring and early summer in many areas of the
Nova Scotia Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Programme. The next
severd months will be just as busy. The number of new
participants and Award Achievers continues to climb to numbers
never experienced in Nova Scotia

As most of you will have realized by now our Executive Director,
Bonnie Baltzer, has submitted her resignation for health reasons
and will step down effective 21 July. Bonnie has been one of the
most important elements of the resurgence of the Duke Programme
in Nova Scotia. Her dedication and commitment to the youth of
Nova Scotia, first as aleader and then as an Executive Director has
placed the Award Programme on a solid footing with solid
expectations for continued growth. Her ceaseless efforts to promote
the Programme and secure funding from a variety of sources has
been an inspiration to council members and leaders alike. Her hard
work and focus on growing the Duke Programme will be missed.
The good news is that Bonnie has agreed to continue to run the
leaders/independents workshops so we will continue to benefit
from Bonni€'s knowledge and experience. That knowledge and
experience was again evident in the very successful training
session held in Sydney in late June.

Related to Bonni€e's change of status is the change of the Nova
Scotia Duke office from Bonnie's home in Aylesford to the Sport
Nova Scotia Building on Spring Garden Road in Halifax. The new
Executive Director will work out of the same spaces the Duke
office occupied before Bonnie took over. I'm pleased that Rebecca
Francis, our Field Officer will continue with her current
responsibilities but, will work out of her home and pick-up the
same phone number currently used by the Aylesford office.

Last month was the announcement of a new Lieutenant Governor
for Nova Scotia which means, of course, we will have to say good-
bye to her Honour Myra Freeman who has been an outstanding
supporter of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in Nova Scotia
Whatever the occasion, Silver Award ceremonies, provincia get-
togethers or as our specia guest at fund raising events she was
there adding her charm and grace while encouraging the Award
participants. As a Tribute to Her Honour the Nova Scotia Council
will be hosting a“Go for the Gold Gala” on the 16" of September.

The former Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, and now
Senator Marilyn Trenholme Counsell has already kindly agreed to
attend the Gala as our Special Guest. Planning is well underway for
this special event which will include a dinner-dance and silent
auction to be held at the Marriot Harbourfront Hotel. Tickets are on
sale now through the address on page one of this newsletter. We
are counting on the support of the entire “Duke Community” to
make this Tribute to Her Honour a truly memorable evening.

My first year as president has been an exciting one. From Gold
Award ceremonies to the recent opportunities | had to participate in
several Bronze Award ceremonies where | saw first hand the
achievements of the young people we support through the Duke
Programme. They are dl truly amazing. Our collective efforts are
making a big difference in the lives our many Nova Scotians. For
all your efforts and support, | Thank Y ou.

Regards
Don Todd



Award Acniavars

BRONZE AWARD ACHIEVERS
Name of Achiever Name of Group

Victoria Arsenault 18 RCACS Dartmouth

Andrew Chapman 18 RCACS Dartmouth
Kaitlyn Crowell 1% Dartmouth Pathfinders
Caleb Eisnor 39 RCSCC Neptune, Lunenburg
Ashton Falkenham 39 RCSCC Neptune, Lunenburg
Lars Kummer 38RCSCC Marion Bridge, Sydney
Garrett Lamer 18 RCACS Dartmouth
Megan Morrison 1% Dartmouth Pathfinders
Carolann Mroz 18 RCACS Dartmouth

Cailin Power 18 RCACS Dartmouth

Kenneth Pyke 18 RCACS Dartmouth

Joy Sevigny Independent, Coldbrook
Chantal Snelson Windsor Junction Venturers
Daniel Snelson Windsor Junction Venturers
JessicaRing 1% Dartmouth Pathfinders

SILVER AWARD ACHIEVERS
Name of Achiever Name of Group

Elizabeth Dubois
Lois Punshon

Dartmouth Dukes
Independent, Stillwater Lake

GOLD AWARD ACHIVERS
Name of Achiever

Name of Group

Simon Forsyth Independent, Wolfville
Erin Garner  Annapolis West Education Centre, Annapolis Royal
Chris Saulnier Independent, Dartmouth

L eader 9l ndependents Training Wor kshop

Leaders and Independent participants are encouraged to attend one
of the 3 training sessions held per year. New |leaders must attend a
training workshop and complete the required screening process
before they will be recognized as a Duke group leader. The next
training workshop is scheduled for Saturday October 21, 2006,
8:30 am. to 4:00 p.m. Location : TBA

Above: Leaders, Independents and parents/guardians at the June 24",
2006 Workshop held in Sydney, learn how to complete Route Cards
from volunteer group leaders Gerald Barron and Rick Howell of St.
Theresa's5" Vanier Venturers, Sydney.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’SREPORT
Bonnie B Baltzer

As you are probably aware by now, | regretfully tendered my
resignation as part-time volunteer Executive Director effective July
21% for health reasons. | have thoroughly enjoyed my involvement
with al Award stakeholders since April 2000 as the Executive
Director and prior to that as a proud parent of two Award
achievers, school group leader, and Provincial Council member.

The growth and development in the Nova Scotia Division over the
past few years is phenomenal!! It is very rewarding to see that
everyone's hard work and commitment to the Award Programme
are resulting in significant growth in all aspects and I’'m proud to
have been part of this process. In 2000, there were 292 youth
participants (over 50 of these were from my own Duke group at
West Kings District High School) and 29 provincia leaders. In
July 2006, there are over 1350 active youth participants, 125
volunteer adult group leaders, literally hundreds of adults who are
working as activity mentors and assessors with our youth
participants throughout the province, plus an active Provincid
Council.

I will fondly remember my time spent as your ED! Like the
cornerstones of the Award Programme itself, my experiences have
enabled me to show improvement, be challenged, and make a
concerted effort while fulfilling the duties of ED. | have helped
coordinate several Silver Award ceremonies, two Gold Award
ceremonies, a Roya Visit Award BBQ, numerous promotional
events & leader/independent training workshops; each has been a
truly rewarding experience. I’ ve had the pleasure of working with
countless Award participants, achievers, parents/guardians, leaders,
the Honourary Provincia chair Myra A. Freeman, Lieutenant
Governor of Nova Scotia, 3 Council Presidents, 4 part-time Field
Officers, 3 summer students, our new part-time office assistant, as
well as a host of Council members, Award sponsors and the
National Board ... hopefully each has survived higher time
working with me.

| trust that with the ongoing leadership of the Council, new
Executive Director and Field Officer Rebecca that this trend of
tremendous gains in al areas will continue. | look forward to
seeing the continuing growth and accomplishments of the Nova
Scotia Division and wish each of you ongoing success in al your
future Award endeavors.

If you're traveling through the Annapolis Valley, please drop in at
our home in Aylesford for a cup of tea and a chat with Marshall &
l.

Take care and keep up the great work!

Bonnie
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Looking An2ad at 2005

Please mark your calendar with the following Duke activities.

August

9 - Executive Council Meeting
September

6 - Executive Council Meeting

15 - Provincia Council Mesting
16 - Go For The Gold Gala
October

11- Executive Council Meeting

21 - L eaders/Independents Training Workshop
TBA-Silver Award Ceremony
November

8 - Executive Council Meeting

17 - Provincia Council Meseting
December

13- Executive Council Meeting

Enabal ealne; by

Independents that require assistance with their adventurous journey
component, please note that Mrs. Susan Robinson is an
Adventurous Journey Coordinator for NS Independents.

Sue can bereached at Phone: (902) 835-4664 or Fax: 832-9456

* Spaceisvery limited so apply early!

Office Address Change

As of July 21%, 2006 please dir ect you inquiriesto:

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Executive Director
4™ Floor, 5516 Spring Garden Rd. Halifax, NS. B3J1G6
Ph: 425-5454 ext 329 Fax: 425-5606
email: dukeofed@sportnovascotia.ca

For Field Officer inquiries and Award Application Submissions

please contact Rebecca Francis, NS Field Officer
1195 New RD, M2 C9, RR#3 Aylesford, NS. BOP 1CO
Ph: 847-0927 Fax: 847-0992 email: dukeofed@ns.sympatico.ca

The dates for the Fall Independent’s 2006 practice and/or
qualifying Adventurous Jour neys with Susan Robinson are:

1. Bronze Qualifying or Bronze, Silver or Gold Practice
Expedition — Canoeing at Kgji. National Park on Sept 29, 30 &
Oct 1%, 2006. Camp Fee: $85.00 ** Applicants must have
canoeing experience.

2. Bronze Qualifying or Bronze, Silver or Gold Practice
Expedition — Backpacking at Kgji. National Park on Nov 3, 4
& 5", 2006. Camp Fee: $50.00

The Nova Scotia Division would like to thank recent 2006

donors/sponsors for their generous support.

ANONYMOUS
ViaUnited Way of Cape Breton

AWARD ACHIEVERS and PARENTS
Kely Fraser, 1997 Gold Award Achiever

BOARD OF REGENTS

Keith and Heather Barrett

Jack & Joan Craig, The Craig Foundation
Dr. Colin and Carol Dodds

Hon. Judge Michael Sherar &

Ms. Elizabeth Delorey

CHARTER FOR BUSINESS
Irving Oil Ltd., Saint John, N.B.

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP
Aliant

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Dr. Colin Dodds

Ms. Patricia Foley

Mr. Rick Powell

Mr. Sandy Sanford

GIFT-IN-KIND DONATIONS
Don Todd
Saint Mary’s University

GRANTS/PROJECT FUNDING

Halifax Y outh Foundation

National Outreach Fund Project

Nova Scotia Department of Education

Nova Scotia Health Promotion, Sport & Recreation

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Tim Horton Children’s Foundation

As a not-for-profit programme, we depend on local businesses,
organizations and individuals to support the NS Division of The
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Young Canadians Challenge.




